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common law rule has been changed by statute in England, 
and also in many of the United States, including Ohio, New 
Jersey, and we believe New York. The author does not 
appear to be consistent in his statements. Thus, upon pages 
44 and 50, we find contradictory statements relative to the 
identification of blood as human. The quotation from the 
testimony of the witness in the Cronin case on page 46, is 
incorrect, as we happen to know of our own knowledge. 

The work on the same subject by Dr. Henry Wade Rogers 
is much superior to the work in question, which, as we have 
stated before, is neither exhaustive nor accurate. A critical 
study of the English language would have improved the 
phraseology of the work. See, for instance, the preface and 
page 19, 14th and isth lines, and page 2"], 3d and 4th lines 
of the second paragraph. 

M. D. EWELL. 
The Kent Law School of Chicago. 
July II, 1894. 



Pocket Manual of Rules of Order for Deliberative 
Assemblies. By Lieut. Col. Henry M. Robert. Chicago: 
S. C. Griggs & Co. 1894. 

This compendious little manual, which has now reached its 
one hundred and fifth-eighth thousand, richly deserves the 
success it has achieved. In its own peculiar domain it has no 
rival. Compared with the antiquated inefficiency of Gushing, 
and the dogmatic unreliability of Reed, its pages, with their 
clear definitions and statements of principles, their abundant 
explanations and full cross references, are as a modern scientific 
text book, beside those that obtained in our grandfather's 
days. If there is any doubtful point not elucidated in its 
pages, the man who can point it out deserves a prize for his 
keenness of sight. And in spite of this scientific completeness 
and accuracy, it is withal so simple that misunderstanding of 
its statements would be inexcusable. With this book in his 
hand, no chairman can be pardoned for those errors with 
which we are all so familiar in the deliberations of church and 
society meetings. 
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The book is its own best eulogy ; but if there is one feature 
that deserves praise above others, it is the tabular arrangement 
of motions at the beginning of the work, which gives at a 
glance the status and requirements of every motion that can 
be put — questions more puzzling than any others — which 
alone would render the book not merely invaluable, but indis- 
pensable, to any one who would clearly understand the rules 
of parliamentary practice. R. D. S. 



The Law of Real Estate Brokers as Decided in the 
American Courts. By Stewart Rapalje. New York: 
Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1893. 

This little book, in the words of the author, is not put for- 
ward as a treatise, but rather as a compilation of the case-law 
upon the relation of real estate broker and customer. It is 
clear that it is the broker's book, written from his standpoint, 
to meet his necessities, settle his doubts, and " deter him from 
rushing into court with a case." The work is a concise digest 
of about nine hundred important cases upon the law of prin- 
cipal and agent as applied to real estate transactions. The 
first part treats of the powers and liabilities of the broker, 
including his authority to act for and bind his principal. The 
second and more important part is devoted to the verj' inter- 
esting subject of compensation, particularly the right to com- 
missions and suits for commissions, with special reference to 
the various defences set up by ingenious customers. 

The work, as has been said before, is not a treatise. There 
is no historical or legal discussion whatever, no attempt 
to criticise or reconcile conflicting dicta and rules. The text 
comprises a succession of brief and compact syllabi, joined by 
the familiar " Thus," " but," " so," " where," etc., with foot- 
notes devoted to citations. An author who believes this form 
of writing of use to laymen simply deceives himself A lay- 
man's law book must contain full and patient explanations of 
first principles. The layman is merely bewildered by the best 
of digests. This work, however, will be of service to the 
attorney whose practice includes a real estate business, and 



